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Florence Chadwick, Honor Swimmer, United States 

of America, 1966  

 

 

Videos:  Interview 1 Swim 1 Pathé 1 Pathé 2 

 

Florence Chadwick was the first woman to swim from England to France in 1951 at age 32. 

She set 4 female speed records for the English Channel:  1950 in 13 hours and 23 minutes (until 
1951); 1951 England to France in 16 hours and 19 minutes; broken in 1953 in 14 hours and 42 
minutes; and broken again in 1955 in 13 hours and 55 minutes (which held until 1964). On her last 
three she attempted 2-way routes but gave up on the return leg on each occasion.  

In 1952, she set the female speed record for the Catalina Channel in 13 hours and 45 minutes – which 
held until 1958.  In 1953, she set the overall speed record for the Gibraltar Strait in 5 hours and 6 
minutes which for 35 days – by the female record stood until 1988. 

She is also an inductee in the International Swimming Hall of Fame (1970). 

Expanded Biography (Openwaterpedia) 

Long Swims Database (Marathon Swimmers Federation) 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oqu8l3R44eI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xBaru3DHQEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMBc155ErqQ
https://www.britishpathe.com/asset/152597/
https://www.openwaterpedia.com/index.php?title=Florence_Chadwick
https://db.marathonswimmers.org/p/florence-chadwick/

