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Charles Zibelman, Honor Swimmer, United States of 

America, 1966  

 

 

Videos: Show 1 Show 2 

 

Charles Zibelman completing a 233 km staged swim down the Hudson River in 147 hours in 

1937.  He never left the water and lost 12 kg during his swim.  The swim drew considerable media 
coverage at the time.  He attempted (and failed) to swim the English Channel three times in 1932 and 
1933 - his time in the water ranged from nearly 11 to 18 hours. Likewise he failed to complete the 
Catalina Channel swim in 1927.  Charles to set the record for the longest pool swim (168 hours) ending 
on 24 February 1942 in Honolulu.  

He performed in a circus then made his living doing swimming exhibitions.  Part of his “story” was that 
he lost his legs at age 9 in a trolley accident – but the truth was that he suffered from caudal regression 
syndrome and was born without legs.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QiiBiJ73y6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSSTDS1sOaw
https://www.openwaterpedia.com/index.php?title=Charles_Zibelman
https://longswims.com/p/charles-zibelman/

