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Antonio Abertondo, Honor Swimmer, Argentina, 
1964  

 

 

Videos:  Interview (with Daughter)1 >English translation Interview 2 at 
6:40 >English translation Documentary 1 Show 1 Swim 1 Pathé 1 

 

Antonio Abertondo completed several first swims. 1961 he was the first to do a 2-way 

English Channel in 43 hours and 10 minutes (with a four-minute onshore rest). He completed 2 swims 
down the Mississippi River:  407 km in 1952 in 72 hours and 18 minutes and 394 km in 1955 in 65 
hours and 17 minutes. Antonio crossed the Strait of Gibraltar in 1950 in 7 hours and 42 minutes – a 
speed record which held for less than 5 weeks. 

In 1946 and 1950, he successfully crossed the 40 km Rio de la Plata (from Uruguay to Argentina) in 29 
hours and 30 minutes and 30 hours and 45 minutes. His 5 English Channel crossings were in the 1950 
and 1951 Daily Mail races, the 1954 Butlin race and his 2-way.   
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Spanish Translation 
 

Antonio Abertondo realizó varios nados que se hacian por primera vez.  En 1961 fue le 

prmero en hacer un doble cruce al Canal de la Mancha en 43 horas y 10 minutos.  Completó 2 
travesías a nado por el río Misisipi:  407 km en 1952 en 72 horas y 18 minutos y 394 km en 1955 en 65 
horas y 17 minutos. Antonio cruzó el Estrecho de Gibraltar en 1950 en 7 horas y 42 minutos, un récord 
de velocidad que se mantuvo durante menos de 5 semanas. 

En 1946 y 1950 cruzó exitosamente los 40 km del Río de la Plata (de Uruguay a Argentina) en 29 
horas y 30 minutos y 30 horas y 45 minutos, respectivamente.  Completó cinco cruces del canal de la 
Mancha: en 1950 y 1951 en carreras del Daily Mail , uno en la carrera Butlin (1954) y otros dos. 

 

https://youtu.be/tttL72xfV3Q
https://bd1926d1-f24f-45bd-8de8-0743bde984e6.usrfiles.com/ugd/bd1926_eae7d3e83c1a4da4b4a27763250c16de.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0c8xOPqvOfk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0c8xOPqvOfk
https://bd1926d1-f24f-45bd-8de8-0743bde984e6.usrfiles.com/ugd/bd1926_048eca67d3ef400d8f33f80144be8df2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InVzuAx9OJw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yd75DoN1iy0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmDxXuHhe_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FWemu_HE14E
https://www.openwaterpedia.com/index.php?title=Antonio_Abertondo
https://longswims.com/p/antonio-abertondo

