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 Paolo Donaggio, Honor Swimmer, Italy, 1980 
 

 

 

Videos:  Interview 1 Interview 2 Swim 1 – age 66 in a wetsuit 

 

Paolo Donaggio was the first to complete the following in Italy in the 1970s:  Pavia to Venice 

along the Po River; 416 km in the Adriatic and the lagoon of Venice in 83 hours; 160 km across the 
Adriatic Sea in 50 hours; 185 km from Monaco to Genoa in 72 hours; 109 km from Trieste to Venice in 
38 hours; and 140 km Venice to Portorose in 35 hours. He swam from Chioggia to Venice in 2006 at 
the age of 66 years in 7 hours and 50 minutes.   Paolo wore flippers and wetsuit in some of his 
marathon swims. 

In 1979 he was awarded the title of "World Champion of Marathon Swimming" by the "World 
Professional Marathon Swimming Federation" for: "His exceptional marathon feats". 

Expanded Biography (Openwaterpedia)  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaDx1qdbS5A
https://youtu.be/WFc1ceF_WVU
https://youtu.be/W1TslMLLxIA
https://www.openwaterpedia.com/index.php?title=Paolo_Donaggio
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Italian Translation 
 

Paolo Donaggio ha effettuato traversate di nuoto in Italia, negli anni '70, al limite delle 

potenzialità umane, tra le quali: da Pavia a Venezia lungo il fiume Po, l'Adriatico e la laguna di Venezia, 
416 km in 83 ore, attraverso il mare Adriatico, 160 km in 50 ore, da Monaco a Genova, 185 km in 72 
ore, da Trieste a Venezia, 109 km in 38 ore, da Venezia a Portorose, e 140 km in 35 ore.  Ha nuotato 
nel 2006, all'età di 66 anni, da Chioggia a Venezia, in 7 ore 50 minuti.  Paolo ha indossato pinne e 
muta in alcune delle sue maratone a nuoto. 

Nel 1979 la "World Professional Marathon Swimming Federation" gli ha conferito il titolo di "Campione 
del mondo di Marathon Swimming" per: "Le sue eccezionali imprese di maratoneta del nuoto". 

 
 


